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I WILL TRY FARMING
LIKE FATHER. HOW
HARD COULD IT BE?




tiong While the formeris the
rréfl choice, the latter may prove a

lo
E DI I OI z I actical outing when costs are

aken into account. Still, there is plenty

Life can be challenging. The longer yoPf time to make that decision, and we
live, fewer things are supposed toywll not bg rushing into it for the sake_of
surpriseyoub ut t hené t hlESt Bickingsa venug, a’\%E)a(TCON In
somethinghat crops up or jumps out 0f2019 should pve to be a good
the woodwork to make you pause fod @t hering as two of
thought or a breathlas, the release of Will bé joining the ranks of those who
Ripples from a Darkling Pool has beefiave —already reached that most
delayed, and this in turn has pusheH‘tereSt'ng age of 50. The celebrations
several other BDP planned launche¥ill no doubt be reserved, tasteful and
back. 2018 has not been a good yedlVer at a respectable hour to let them
overall for releases, but we take solackeflect onbeing old enough to know
in the fact that many of the projects ar@etter. Stories will be told in hushed
in anadvancedstateand there is always Whispers and tales of their most daring
2019 to | ook f or wehlofsmaybeshared iga vaimagespt

With that in mind, we hope to return totC recapture past glories.

our regular schedule reyear but for Christmas is not far off and the
now, those same life challengéswve resulting cheer will no doubt be felt by
had an impact in the production ofy|| our readrs in turnas the month of
Fumble. Issue 27 is not exactly what wgecember progresses to its inevitable
had previewed in Issue 26 and it is lateonclusion Thus, as this is the last issue
but at least the newszine still managegf 2018, we would like to take ¢h
to make it out the proverbial door. Opportunity to wish you all a very
merry Christmasand a Happy &

For KOMY’ ?he games continugiith Peaceful New Year on behalf of BDP &
few interruptions, butwith attendance #(OMY

numbers and the Club Fund still a bit o
a concernThe addition of a new GM to Master Sage

run in our regular slog seems to be .
progressing well enough. Sharing th& EATURED IN THIS ISSUE:
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for a single issue of Fumble, but

rﬁ @ that issue will be retained in
- back catalogue for download
DEAP\ FUMBL_E and distribution The Author
retains  rights to  publish
L_a thereafter.
— - ————— 1 Judges decision is final.
Welcome to the Letters page, where WBDP retains the right to offer

review comments, answer the questionsublication of other submissions in

posed, and provide advite all of our fyture issues with permission of
readerso queries. Author(s).

Fumble has not received any suitabl@yatch out for details of our Poetry
letters to publish this issuBelow, you  competition in Issués.

will find details of our Short Story
Competition. Please sendnyletters and submissions

BDP SHORT STORY COMtE’:ETITION

http://www.baddogpublishing.ie/index.php/cont
So,| e tnagaini Dig deep and find actus/submissions/

your inner muse. BDP in associationAlt tivel i
with the Knights of Misspent Youth are ernatively you can €nail.

hosting a Short Story Competition. Theyypmissions@baddogpublishing.ie

prize will be a copy of KSTO1l: The o

.l nitia t Red0§ ar.]d- |uuhi|eapon Srgggczgh%gthigtsrki]tTft]efiac{:/LBad Dog Publishing

in a future ssue of this Newszine

Closing datefor the Competition has http://www.badiogpublishing.ie/index.php/publ

been extended tdanuary 8th, 2019. ications2/newszine/
. Follow us on Twitter and Instagram
T Maximum 2000 words. @BDPubL Like our Page on Facebook

T Minimum 1200 words. @BadDogPublishing. Links to our
T Submission in Word.doformat  ggcijal Media can be found on all pages

only; doublespaced with the of the Bad Dog Publishing website.
title clearly marked on each

page.No identifying namés) to  Get writing those lettersf@ppreciation,
appear on the documeithis is criticism or otherwisé or just send us
to be noted along with word your opinions.

count in the body of the-mail

only. FUMBLE NEWSAIANIH-

All genres accepted. Editor: Master Sage

Right to publish is only retained Associate Editor: Wimpy Troll.
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Wednesday, September 12, 2018
Knightshade RPG
KS06 Darkest Raven Part IlIA

Travelling through the desert, the
travellers believe that there was no end
to this hellish place as the heat began to
take its toll. To add to their woes, an
encounter with Voles caused serious

Here youwill find brief updates from jnjuries and almost cost the lives of
the first quarter of Gam€alendar Year some of their companiong.he worst

20182019 Due tocommercial reasons, was yet to come buthére was no

we are unable to provide complet@urning back. The companions had

details for the scenario KS06 Darkestome too far and suffered too much not

Raven from Knightshade the Role to push on to the Tower of Tole and

Playing Game (RPGgs this story is Ravensburg.

due to be released in 2019 as part of

KST04 The Quest masWNeenesday, Sapemeer 19, 2018
Knightshade RPG

Wednesday, September Q22018 KS06 Darkest Raven Part I11B

Knightshade RPG The travellers discovered a shipwreck
KS06 Darkest Raven Part Il amidst the shifting sand des and it

Four days after departing Cravenfallproved a prize that could not be

our weary travel | eesided Wnfodupately,swhide itkKaid e b 0 s
Pass On the fringes of the desert of contain some necessary treasures, it also
Albarauchthe Tower of Kadeslis in harboured a deadly Sand Maggot of
disarray and the Knights within slain.immense proportions that almost

The sinister meanisehind the deaths of brought this quest to an end and cost the
those dedicated to the Order of théives of two of their hases A very

Knights of the Dove was soonstrong connection to the Plane of Fire
discovered, but not without cen was uncovered almost too late.

sequences to those who had come this

way in the belief that this would be the//€dnesday, September 26, 2018

last waystop before a gruelling trekKnightshade RPG

across the Sands of theun. The KS06 DarkestRaven Part IV

corpses of the Knights proved to bd-inally free of the desert, the hellish
infected with maggots with a taste fortrek is still far from over. The Tower of
flesh. The Tower was once a bastion ofole beckoned,but alas this place
Life to the Elves, but it had sufferedproved to be no retreat for weary
under the occupancy of humans, whtravellers. Darkness and death awaited
did not understand the significance o&nd the price of gaining entry almost
this sacred placentl it was too late. proved too costly.
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ate iNng out in early 2019.
TH E G MS G M; last one for some time.
eStw stay up to date is to
KNIGHTSHADE RPG purchase the Kindle Version of the
FREQUENTY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs). book as any updates appliedK&TO01
Magic can be really dangerous inTh e Initiateos Tome c
for free. | know that most Players prefer

s . o 3o P a1 copy s0 e do 1y 0 o
y P : updates to a minimum. Aman also

Z[r;ki tge “Sghlj tr)atlaanccta II? It,?i gadmeo t%gmﬂde 2 Ktl1 %Ie _MatchBok servic_e

' at oncfy on .€ofhRiRdfe 'Matchbook is
If your Players respeché game and thea program that allows Aazon
story being told, they will not use magiccustomers who purchased physical
to bring about an end that would béooks to be given a discount on the e
wholly out of Character for the personabook version of the same title. For this
being played. Ultimately, using magictitle, if you purchase the paperback
in this way is seHdefeating. If magic is version, you can get the Kindle Version
employed as intended an aid to free. Note: The MatchBook price will
overcomng obstacles and antagonistspnly be shown if you'rsigned into the
it should not unbalance the story. Thereame accounthat the physical book
will be exceptions and misfortuneswas purchased from.
Magic etiquettelargely depends ohow KSTO1 The lnitiateds

agroup of Players interaein any story . uaple througtkindle Unlimited and

you present. While there are some . ) . o
: . . : indle Lending Library- Subscribing
serious spells available in Knigiade 19 Kindle Unlimited will give you free

RPG, there are also equally dangerous il dlétl
consequences to using such magl%cc_:ess_ fo over a million Kindletles,
which include eBooks, audiobooks, and

repeatedly. If you feel that your Players agazines. Kindle Unlimited titles can
are not ready to use a particular spe .
e read on any Amazon device or

maturely or within the spirit of the . :
game, then as the GM, you have thglndle APP. You can borrow titles as

right to exclude those pentially often as you want with no due dates,

and can keep up to ten at a time.
harmful spells. Remember, you can also . .
For more detaills on Kindle

counteract any aggressive magics by, ook Kindle Unlimited  and

also making them available to,,. . )
opponents in vour stor Kindle Lending Library, please go to
bp y y the relevant Amazon website.

Is there going to be another update t .
KSTO1 The Initiat cffAyou .Pave other ¢ estlﬁng. about

o $MS B A W can

. nightshade the Role Playing Game,

Icﬁaert]epe;ny Players up to date with th(IeOI case use a subject
9 Questionso and subm

The short answer ino@ldagdegpwlishinf.ieer e wi | |
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KOMY Planned Event:Knightshade
RPGi KSHOTO1 The House of Tears
will be run on Saturday, 36January
from 14:0018:00. Please let the GM
know if you are planning to attend.
Characters will be provided on the day.
If you have a preference, please let the
GM know prior to theevent.
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WarpCon counts as one point per day of
attendance at the event for KOMY.
NextCon is always foremost in our

minds at this time of year. TheNEXTCON 2019

anticipation usually begins right after21°-28" May (Dates to be confirmed
we return from a trip and discussiongvithin the selected week).

start about where we are going NeXenue to be decided: Shortlist is

Still, we have WarpCon 2019 to .
X . currently  Manchester,  Edinburgh/
Klonttec?d W|t.r|1| al?ng thej[ anglnd th%UQh Glasgow, Glasgow, Loughborgh or
extCon will always take prece enceBirmingham.

there are other events to ntiefore and
after our primary focus KOMY Planned Event: Knightshade

RPG 7 KSCONO1 The Forgotten
JOES NIGHT OUT (KOMY ONLY) continued. Date to be decided.

Friday, December 14 2019 _ ,
Drinks in the Mutton Lane Inn at 19:00!f Edinburgh is selected as a venue,
followed by meal at 20:30 Venue to there will be a planned trip to
be advised. Please direct all queries fedinburgh Castle. This will be pre
Webster Trolland indicate on the EventPooked for those who wish to attend.
Calendar if you are planning to attendA
This night out counts aene point of
attendance for KOMY.

Il input and queries are welcome, so
for those planning to attend the
NEXTCON event in 2019, do feel free
to reach out. The decision regarding
venue and dates will be made by those
who are up to date in the Manage.

WARPCON XXIX
25"-27" January, 2019
U.C.C. Cork, Ireland.

Board Gameé Card Gamei RPGsi NEXTCON counts as one point per day
LARPS| Wargames Special Guests Of atendance at the event for KOMY.

Special Event$ Video Games.
KENNELCON 2019

PUB QUIZ: KOMY are planning to (A.K.A. The Kennel Party)
attend this everand to participaté we Preliminary Date: Saturday, %2June,
can get a team together. 201971 Invitation Only!
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@ 19:00 until Late! In 2019the position of Seneschal will

The Kennel & Knights Bar pass to another Knight for the 2019

Cork, Ireland. 2021 (two year) term of officeThis
term will be taken up at the closing of

Hosted by KOMY. KENNELCON 2019.Please review the

Drinks and Food provided to tHemit KoOMY Charter (Section 4.2) for
of our hudgeti please feel free to addgigipjlity and do let the incumbent
to our stocks, though to date we haveeneschal, Sir Bryan of Hegarty, know
never run oute that you are interested iaking up the

EVENTS: The Knight of the Year position.

Award, The Fumble Awards, Passiofj \embers of the Knights of Misspent
the Sword to a New Seneschal, PuRqouth or NEXTCON members can
Quiz and General Mayhem. check out the K®IY and NEXTCON
KENNELCON counts as one paiof ?Or?lrjé) 52?igizgsgté\aezfgvgr?&ebook
attendance for KOMY. Each win in the 9 P '

annual Fumble Awards counts as apgN2g87 FUMBLE Issue TwentEight

additional point, and winner of thewj| pe released on Friday, 15
much coveted Knight of the Yearpepryary, 2019and a full update to
Award gains three additional points.  NEXTCON 2019 and other relevant

events will be provided in that issue.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE : Any events
and activities noted for KOMY are only
suggestions Th ey requi-f KN'C'H'TSHADE
p at iifosalgcted and it means just T R B R

that! If you want to go it alone or sta
behind during any planned activiti¢
(including meals) please do so. Sogi
protocol states thatLL BILLS WILL
BE SHARED EQUALLY, WITHOUT
EXCEPTION. Meals include drinks,
Some activities may also include drinks
If you are participating, then all bill
will be settled equally. If you decid
that you are not willing to abide by this
rule i do not attend the activities or
events!

<

—_— (U
QY _(Nn

D O

There will be manyopportunities to
step in and out of group events
throughout the gaming year.

WILLIAM ANTHONY SHEA
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only in an abstract way, taking in about

SH@RT ST@RY half of what his friend said, and
understanding only about half of that.

THE FRIENDSHIP m d at the thought but then
n, let out a sigh of
BY L SHEAesignation and resumed his sad

Therain never stopped for more than i{elTr:glsﬂggrhvi\ggg Rtﬁzer;g:ﬁ% %%?ége
took to draw a breath. The sky remaine [ i ewnidedis the local pub. He

overcast and the wind was constan
sometimes  little more than a light ducatedopinion, and his passion on
breeze but often rising to a gale that '

e subjed he deemed important
bent the tree at thle.end of the garOleré‘nough to warrant discussioMostly,
George wondered if it was gagrio fall.

He was fixated on the wind when thehe just missed Robert. When he thought
: about his friend, he wondered just how
weather buffeted the tree with

a. .
violence that promised destructiofhe right Robert had been. The world did

: seem different now, and not just
sound of the leaves was like that of th e
) . . ecause of thdeath of his friendr the
waves crashing against a shoreline.

was often soothing in a strange wa ragic circumstances of his enBobert
9 g€ WaY,ad drowned when the river had burst
George remembered e sun shining

too, but it seemed like such a lon time;ts banks last autumn. He had tried to

’ 1ong save a dog that had been trapped by the
ago. So much had changed in the las . :
.._water, a puppy belonging to his

few years, but perhaps the tranS'tlorr]1eighbour The river was too deep and

had been gradual and he just failed tP :

noticewhen he became embroiled with oo fast. The puppy survived. Robert
) id not. He was swept away and found
getting through a day that seeme

endless in itslemands for his attention 0o late to save him. Robert had said it

i . would happen. It was only a matter of
Everything was different nowPerhaps time before a tragedy would get people

his memory was coloured by a romantitfo stop and think The climate had

view of the past. No, he had a clear . .
memory. He knew the truth. Somethin changed dramatically in the lad¢cade.

i .gl'hey were building far too many houses
had changed and he had failed to notlcltre1 places that could not support the

until it was too late. Robert had sad onstruction. The wild areas were

much for years. He had warned him thag. .
the whole world was heading for Oneglsappearlng under the demands of a

. society that was never going to be
d!sasf[er after anotr_]er. Robert had b eesr};ltisfied.People had to live somewhere,
his friend for over fifty years. He had a
fascination with the changing climate,
and in particular, with how humansGeorge remembered when Robert
were the single greae threat to the talked about the seasons being

planet. George had listened to Robertructured to an expectation that he

9
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considered normal. Winter was wintertoo many houses being built. There
You stopped cutting the grass in latevere too many fires being set with fuels
November. The treat the bottom of the that harmed the environmeifihere was
gardenhad shed all its le@s by then. so much wrong it was hard not to
They got snow in winter and it was allnotice. The sky was full of warning
gone before the end of January. Now i gn s, but Robert s a
they got snow as late as Marchhave to look any further than havn
Summer was summer in a past that wasack yard. All he had to do was look
fading more and more with eachout the window and remember how
passing day. Yes, it rainetcasionally, things were in the past when tley
but the farmers often conmhed of were young boys playing around that
having to conserve water if it went onbig tree.

too long. The farmers were always George had listened to his friend
complaining about something or othermore than he thought. He could almost
which was why most people never paidh e a r Robertdos wvoice
them any mind, supposed Georg¢e of some global problem was worrying.
remembered the roads being softer i8till, Robert had made him think, more
the heat and playing with stick as he so now that he was ge. George was
prodded at the tar. He remembered thmore concerned with his own back yard
smell. In his memory it had becomeright now and how the weather was
synonymouswith summer. They went affecting him. Perhaps that view was a
to the beach back then and the watdittle narrow but people could be like
was warmerNow, they were lucky to that, focused on how something
see three consecutive days of sun in trefected them. The reality of something
summer, and that usiyincluded some bigger had to touckomething personal.
cloud cover and a breeze that was fdRobert dying the way he did was
from warm and inviting. Spring andsomething deeply personal to George. It
autumn were mixed, but he had seemade him look for the signsThe
young rabbits in the briars at someround was always mucky, the grass
unusual times of the year, as if thesparse, the odour of rot less than subtle
animals were just as confused by thas the rain seemed predominant in its
seasons as those whuad failed to efforts to remain the focus of any day,
notice for far too long. Robert had saicr night for that matter. He had tried
that it was something to do with globalplanting more grass seed. The ground
war mi ng, but Geor gmMas ndtigettingatenae éoaecdver ankd n o w
what that was, or how it affected himthe effort proved pointless. George had
until he decided to look arourahd pay noticed the dreary dull look to the grass,
attention after his friend diedRobert the lack of flowers and the flies,
had told him the signs were especially the small ones that seemed to
everywhereYou just had tcopenyour swarm over everything in even the
eyes and lookThere were too many faintest promise of light. In fact, even
cars andrucks on the road. There wereduring those moments when the sun did
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deem fit to shine throughthe bees chasing Robert until they botollapsed
persisted in their absence. The fliesn the sun happily jaded from the
remained another constant of a changectivity. They had a summer and
that had gone unnoticed for so long.  consistent seasons. They had more time,
less cars and trucks, better weather to
The wind and the rain were not helpingnjoy the free moments. They had only
the tree at theral of the garden. It wasone or two television channels back
not enjoying the weather with any morehen, no internet and no mobile phones.
enthusiasm than GeorgeThe tree They had lesglastic. His grandfather
looked sad and resigned to its fate andsed to talk about how they had paper
surrendered its leaves far too easilypags for shopping, brought bottles back
This posed another more immediatéo the store for a partial refund, ate
problem for GeorgeThe leavesdrove everything they bought and appreciated
him to despair. He thought long andeach other more. He had talked about
hard about cutting the tree dowhen how he hadplanted the tree with
the tedium of cleaning up the backRobe t 6 s f at her . It was
garden got the better of himAt least it alongside the family a symbol George
would provide him with a large pile of only really understood when he had his
logs for the fire. Concrete vas a own children. His grandfather had
practical alternative George was called it the friendship tree. He had
seriously starting to think keeping aencouraged George to redmboks, to
garden with that tree was too muchget outside and playto enjoy Ife.
work. Maybe he should just pave theGeor ge coul dndt & emem
whole garden, get rid of the woodenhe saw childrerplaying outsidein the
trellises, the potted plants, the grasstreet The rain, cold, or just the
and of course, the tree. He told himselb er pet u al overcast gl
that the only remon he h adencouragec ahitdreni tb any external
down before now was because Robedctivity. The cars and trucks whizzing
would have had a fit. Their grandfatherdy probably had someiting to do with
had planted it as young boys. Thre¢hat too. The council had concreted over
generations it had lasted. He could feghe green area. It had become too
the scowl of disapproval from thebothersome tomaintain. The street
clouds as if they projected not only hidooked colder and gloomier after that,
forebea 0 s di stdai Ro b éndtthé shildren stayed indoors. There
disapproving scowl. were thousands of more houses built in
George smiled and let out a sighthe area and ehcountryside was further
Perhaps it was better back then. Haway than George remembered. The
closed his eyes and called to theneadows where he and Robert had
memories of when he had been a youngayed werelong gone. Wild animals
boy, running through the tall grass inwere confined to areas that were
nearby fields, wanderg down to a growing smaller and smaller day by
steam that cut across the meadamd day. Soon perhaps they would only be
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seen in a zoo or onfarm too distant to looked formidable, vibrant, and teeming

visit with any frequency The children with life. Perhaps if he planted some

di dnot pl ay out s ifldwers then beestwowd cemei back.l s
lived very far away, as uncertain in thePerhaps if people planted more trees the
change of the seasons as the people weeasons wouldtoo but he knew it

ignored them more and more everydayva s n 0 t t hat sighep | e .
There wereprobably a lot ofother again. Not all change was good.
reasons, but they all happened ovetveryone had a part to play. It was the

time, a subtle change that eroded sonmoint that Robert had been trying to

of the joy of | i vimkp.HavPg o leamup dhedeaveéd n o |
until it was too late. Perhaps Robertwasra s no6t al | t hat bad.
right. The change in the seasons wasad a garden, breathing a little bit of life
another thing they failed to notice. Thento an otherwise dregr d ay é

environment had sufered and the

atural progressiCOMING IN ISSUE.28

remember it being any different. Global THE HOUSE OF DOLLS
warming was just something they heard  WILLIAM ANTHONY SHEA
on the teIeV|S|on They didnot S ee

around. He clung to the memory of hi
youth. This was his environment. Thig
was his home. He enjoyed looking ou
the window at the
tree as much as it had belonged t ,'M A DARKLING PooL
George and his family, a symbol offss =
their enduring friendship for over fifty
years. It was a reminder of the past a
a promise to the future to do a littl
better each and every day.
George wasnot ur
wind and the rain in general. He jus
wished it would stop from time to time
and kehave in an expected manner. Th!
tree kept the air fresh and made th
garden look good when it had been'
tended propdy. The light danced *
across thdeaves and the birds perchec
on the branches whistling to herald the
coming of the morning. When it
bloomed to full plumage, the tree

12
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cartoons may be republished in future
Fumbles;unless you wish to download

previousissues from the BDP website.

Not too sure however, how far back the
archivegoeson the Bad Dog Publishing

website www.baddogpublishing.ie

GNARL EPISQL& rtom tHe pasT

I THE BEGINNING 1
MI CHAEL D OO0 MAHONY

*k%k

In the early dys of Fumble | provided
onetwo panel cartoons for the
Newszine. | submitted a few Gnarl

cartoons as one offs as well, but I do

remember when he got a name,
probably when | began doing longer
cartoons. For sidekicks, the Mage

Character came first and then the 6t hi e

Aside from Gnarl none of the other
Characters were named until this
cartoon, where it became necessary
The original amvork was done by me
and transferred to page by the Editorial
Staff. More recently, the cartoons are
drawn/created by WAS. Where the
plots come from... possibly from my
fevered mind, or maybe they have some
distant relationship to gamsel have
played? Certainly there is an element of
stupidity (bravery) in theCharacters
that may be game related. Gnarl has
appeared in every issue and had a brié?ow THE WORLD HAS CHANGED!

hiatus when other articles took up(Smokingwi t h t hat casual
space. Recent)yMS suggeted | create t o cgaiti and 6 WO W! i!ldoldat

a cartoon detailing how Gnarl began hishe size of that backpack... oh, how |
adventuresandyou will find it on page miss the 20KG allowance as standard...

14 of this issue Enjoy, and maybe if and the carry on what you like policy of
you ask nicely, or space permitdder Aer Lingus... sigh!

13


http://www.baddogpublishing.ie/

